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:I OBSERVATIONS. i

Rev. Byron Beall, in a letter to a Lin-
coln newspaper commends the work of
Evangelist Sunday. Both of these men
advertise sepsational subjects, use in-
temperate and profane language, and
shock and frighten childreo und women
without hesitation, in order to get an
audience, in order to be talked about on
the streets. Mr. Sunday claims that he
left the base ball profession to become a
preacher because he thought he was
converted and he wanted everybody else
to be. In point of fact the large salar-
jes of ten years agc attracted so many
to the diamond that the price of players
dropped below the sum that Pitcher
Sunday counsidered his talents worth
and he began to look about him for a
paying job. His flexible, though not
especially choice vocabulary and the
practice he had in long distance shout-
ing and swearing in the constantly re-
curring decisive moments on the base
ball field, together with his personal ex-

" perience of low life, lad him to believe

that he coula pose as a brand snoatched
from the burning for about four hund.
red dollars a month. In this venture he
is constantly helped by the patural re-
epect that everybody instinclively feels
for a preacher. A true Christian would
hesitate to make his former wickedness
or his self announced goodness bis only
stock in trade. Real converts to all re-
ligions are bumble and ready to learn of
the regular teachers. Pitcher Sunday
defles and denounces the church. With
the egotism of a nature escentially
coarse he is upably to comprehead that
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be is speaking to an audience much
higher in the grade of moralsa tban he
was in the days btefora the profession of
Christianity made it recessary for him
tote anythiog but tricky, profane and
lustful.. Goodress izalways unsuspi-
cious and accusees po one of that which
it is itsell incapab’e of. The hest
preacher that ever lived was crucifled
eighteen huodred acd nioety seven
years ago. He told a story of a publican
and a sinver. The publican styod con-
fident'y near the altar and proclaimed
his own goodress and attempled to
draw the attention f the deity to the
faults of other mén. The real penitent
stood afar cff ard confessed his s'ns.
In modern times Phillips Brooks bas
belped bumanity more than any other
preacher. When he died the business
of the town where he lived was suspecd-
ed for a day. Everybody who came in-
to his presence wan‘ed to be good. His
life was, humanly epeaking, spotless.
He never asked for an endorsement, he
never needed one. When httle ckildren
heard him they wanted to wait and
speak to him. The purity and uneell-
ness attracted them when they did not
understand his worde, which, gentle as
they were, threw a while light on the
conscience of the grown up people who
listened to him and which made them
loathe themselves of an hour ago. There
were no ejaculatiros and no groaning
among the men and women he talked
to, but when they left him there was
a firmer set to tbe shouléers of the men
and the lipscf the women; there was
a kindly giving na, in the crowds which
had pushed themselves in. In thus
comparing Bishop Brooks with a man
who takes his cheap goods ard talk from
town to town, there is an abeurdity. |
do 8o only because in deciding upon a
counterfeit it is necessary to know the
ring and the stamp of the coin. Measur-
ing with such a etandard dues not ex-
clude poor and ignorant workers like
those of the Salvation and Volunteer ar-
mies. Jf the motive which animates a
man is to be good in order to help the
world, the newspapers will not hinder
his work with denuuncistions, nor will
the pure in heart shriok from his worda:
but if he is working for himself by pre-
tending to pious indigoation of sin,
Le can not deceive the people for long.
Mr. Sunday comp'sine of the news-
papers, wherever be goea. But they are
unable to give a verbatim report of
his speeches without breaking poetal
regulations. The reporters listen to
him at first wita some aamiration for
his loguacity, but alter they have heard
fourteen of his twenty eight speeches
the verdict ‘s that he is unworthy to
taxe the name he uses so frequentiy.
. 8 @

The papers of all denominatiocs, re-
publican, as well as democratic and pop-
uliet, express the hope that the able
lawyera for the defense in the Bartley

trial will not be ab'e to mix thiogs up
so that the efforta of the jury to apply
the law to the purticular case of em-
bezzlement with which the treasurer is
accused will pot be effectual. While
the case is being tried itis enough for
the daily newspapers to report the pro-
ceedinge of the court which is trying him.
The jury is composed of twelve men of
average honesty snd intelligence. The
claims of the stat: are presented by able
lawyers and they are met by representa-
tives of the law, who have woa more
hopeless casea than thisone of ex Auditor
Bartley, who, if he be innocent, resorted
to the artitices and expedients of dis-
bonesty to conceal conduct which on
this date, June 2lst, judge ard jury are
debating the legality of. When the
jury has tinished its work, the people of
the state, through the newspapers, will
approve or disapprove accordiog to the
unobscured principles of justice which
inhere in all the people as a unit. If the
decision is pot coincident with the opin-
ion of the intelligent, commonplace men
and women who read the testimony as
it is presented to the court from day to
day, their disapproval will react upon
the party which elected Mr. Bartley.
Takiog out of account the popular
clamor f r a vietim when a crime has
been committed, thcse who do not join
in it are willing fo wait the verdict of
the court. When it is recdered il justice
seems to have been defeated it is time to
protest.

—The republican party all over the state
bas drawn a breath of relief since the
Wednesday papers printed the news of
Mr. Bartley's conviction. Judge Baker
showed an uncompromising front to the
defense throughout the trial. To all
appearances he was anxious ‘hat the
jury should get the unobecured facts.
They got them and rendered a verdict
that the whole stats is satisfied with.

Mrs. Annie Besant, the theosophist
who lectured to a large audience on
Sunday night and toa larger one cn
Mooday in the Universalist church, is a
woman of medium rize, with deep set
eyes and a low pitched, somewhat hoarse
voice. She wora a costume of China silz
with a long broad scarf of the same
material swathed from her |« ft shoulder
to the right hip where the lwo ends were
myeteriously draped und feil to the hem
of the skirt. The ¢ stume wasa very
warm one, consideriog the night, and
not exactly graceful, but it was made in
Eogland and worn by an English woman
and it looked as though it would last a
lung time. Mre. Besant spoke clearly
and slowly withoct jesturesexcept as the
regular leaning forward of the body and
emphatic jouncs upon the heels at the
end of a series of eeatences or phrases
can be called jesturing. The thick folds
of silk laid diagonally across the toreo un-
fortunately emphasiz :d round shoulders
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and a hollow chest, which in a different
costume would not have been noticeable.
Swathed io white silk, made like the
drese of & ghost or a mahatma, which
hung io full, straight folds like the drap-
ery of a caryatid, with glistesing, thick,
white hair, drawn smoothly back to a
knot in her neck, and with the deep glow-
ing eyes of a mystic, Mrs. Besant kept
the usua ly restless summer night audi-
ence still. She said that thers were
three worlds, this one, the astral, and
the heavenly. She koew their geo.
graphy, climate and conditions because
she had trave'ed in every one of them,
Then she said that each one of the im-
mortal souls who listened to her eould
at will travel in them if they would get
into the vehicles of transportation suit-
able to the medium it was made to
travel in or over; asin this world we
use the steam cars for land travel, the
eteam propeiler for water travel and the
balloon and airahip for air travel, so to
getinto the other two places she used
the discoveries of prophets and masters
who died thousands of years ago and
found that she could get into these
cther two place with quickneses and ease.
But like the patent memory man, who
related the miraculous deeds, his pupils
accomplshed, she did not tell the audi-
ence where the station to the astral
world is, or how to get transportation
there. When questioned, after the
lecture, she said that it would not do to
tell an uninformed audience how to
travel. But she gave me a little pamph-
let which tells what theosophy is and
printson the last page a list of books
for a course in thevsophy, elementary
advanced and ethical, consisting of
twenty nine books, fifteen of which she
is the author, and five by H. P. Blava*.
sky. Beveral years ago I bought for five
dollars the six little pamphlets which
tha patent memory man said would give
faithful students a memory as good as
Macaulay's, but they did not. Now this
course in theosopby costs §37 65, which
ischeap enough for a ticket to the astral
world and return. Especially if while
io that world we learn encugh to help
us to live the rest of our lives more
worthily in this one, But the very
warm weather and the labor of speaking
in¢o many plecze between Sar Francis.
co and Nex York, together with the ex-
per.ences of the pateat memory “pro-
fessor,” m (ke it probable that Mrs. Be-
sant advertis>s her borks as well as at-
tempticg to lift bumanity from the
guiter that it is too slowly crawling out
of. Madam Blavatsky's book, “The
Secret Doctrine,” costs $12.50, which, 1
repeat, is cheap enough if it tells how to
get safely out of this and return If we
are pot suited. It is unfair to treat the
«ecture of so learned and so keenly in-
telligent a woman as Mre. Annic Besant
with a lack of seriousness. If it were
the first time thatgifted talkers had bull-
ed unknown stocks she would be treated



